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UM RECEIVES $35,000 
FOR BIRD STUDY
MISSOULA--
The University of Montana has received a two-year $35,000 National Science Foundation
grant for the study of the social organization of birds.
The research project, entitled ’’Patterns of Avian Organization,” is under the dir­
ection of Dr. Donald A. Jenni, an associate professor of zoology at UM.
Dr. Jenni, who has been at UM since 1966, said, "The project is a study of the 
relationship between the social organization and the ecology of birds to learn why dif­
ferent species of birds have different social organizations and in what way their social
organizations help them to survive under diverse ecological conditions."
Dr. Jenni is, in part, studying the American Jacana, a unique species of Central
American bird, the female of which claims several males.
He said, "The social organization of the American Jacana has not been previously
researched."
With this in mind, Dr. Jenni spent the past summer in Costa Rica, where he took 
4,000 feet of movie film.
The film is now being analyzed frame-by-frame on the Missoula campus. He also tape 
recorded bird vocalizations which are also being analvzed in a UM laboratory.
Dr. Jenni plans to return to Costa Rica in the spring of 1971 for more field research
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